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Background 
Nowhere in the United States Constitution will a reader find the words “political party”. The Founders hoped that voters would choose the best candidate for the job regardless of party (faction or tribe). Consequently, the early elections had multiple candidates, and voters chose the candidate that best represented their interests and/or priorities. As parties emerged, shortly after the Constitution was ratified, citizens often voted based on party affiliation. The new concern became dilution of vote among candidates from the same party which would inevitably lead to the opposition winning the election since most elections only required a plurality (largest number of votes when a majority is not met) rather a 50.1% majority vote requirement. In order to win an election, therefore, parties needed to make sure their party vote was not divided between candidates and only a single candidate represented the party in the November general election. Nominating who became that representative became the next battle. 

Democracy, likewise, is not written in the U.S. Constitution. In fact, democracy was a pejorative added onto the name of Jefferson’s Republican Party to lessen the party’s appear to the electorate (America’s first political party that is the forebear of the modern Democratic Party rather than the Republican Party which was not created until the 1850s as an anti-slavery party with Abraham Lincoln as its first president-ironically, the Republicans, not the Democrats, call themselves the Grand Old Party or GOP). In our history books, Jefferson’s party is known therefore as the Democrat-Republican Party and its platform (statement of a party’s position on issues) emphasized a decentralized government that placed power into localities that would be nearer and more responsive to the people and thus they were known to support the “common man.” The Democrat-Republicans, however, were like their Federalist adversaries by not leaving it to the masses but rather political bosses to choose early party candidates they thought best represented the party and were most electable. 

As America became more democratic with broadened enfranchisement of citizens (beyond just white, male property owners over the age of 21), citizens demanded more say in the nomination process. Since political parties are quasi private/quasi public organizations, parties have some say in the nomination process while the government can also influence the process. Moreover, since the president represents the entire country instead of a singular state and individual states run the election process, there is a patchwork of primaries and caucuses to select delegates to the national convention which will nominate president candidates. 

Regardless of whether states choose to use the caucus or primary methods to select their convention, the point of the nominating season is to narrow the list of candidates to a single person who will represent the party in November. Because it deals with the president who is not chosen by the people but rather the Electoral College, similarly his nomination is not done by the people directly but the national convention. A primary or caucus, when dealing with the presidential nomination, therefore determines the number of supporters within a state that each candidate is allowed to send the national nominating conventions this summer. Each party will select its candidate for president at the 2024 summer conventions. In 2016, Iowans sent 30 delegates to the Republican convention in Cleveland (1,237 votes needed to win the Republican nomination) and 52 to the Democrat’s convention in Philadelphia (2,383 votes needed to win the Democratic nomination).   

What makes Iowa special is not that it chooses delegates, every state selects delegate with many states sending significantly more. Nor is it that Iowa has a caucus. Although the caucus system is rare, other states similarly use the caucus system. What makes Iowa noteworthy is that it holds the first contest and all eyes focus on the caucus to see which candidates are contenders for the nomination and which candidates are pretenders that will shortly disappear after the first in the nation election.   

On January 15th, Iowans will attend the approximately 1,700 precincts located at schools, churches, or even private homes to caucus. Rather than simply casting a ballot by filling out bubbles on a Scantron like ballot or tapping the candidate on a touchscreen as done in states holding a primary (like Montana). A caucus is cumbersome and requires a time commitment. Iowans that caucus are invited to go to an area of the room at their precinct where the name of the candidate that they support is posted. Each candidate group will elect a spokesperson to offer remarks aimed at convincing those in other candidate groups to switch. Caucus goers are given opportunities to switch if they wish. The amount of time a party allocates dictates how much time for follow-up speeches and new opportunities to switch (caucuses recently have been as long as 3-hour commitments but parties are shortening them significantly to encourage greater attendance). The percentage of delegates who supports each candidate determines who gets to go to the national nominating convention for each candidate. Note that the Democrats require a candidate to get at least 15% of the voters' support to be eligible to move on. So, candidates with few supporters in the room might be encouraged to switch to another candidate.

The process does not end at this precinct level. These Republican delegates will attend the Republican National Convention, where the Republican presidential nominee is chosen, and will usually vote in accordance with the wishes of the state, however there is no law forcing them to vote in this way. Those candidates that do well not only receive delegates but that receive other benefits that are much more impactful, national exposure that creates financial (it costs around a billion dollars to win the presidency from start to finish) and electoral support from those that jump on the bandwagon. Conversely, those that perform poorly lose that same support dooming their candidacy as resources dry up. 


The Iowa caucus, therefore, is immeasurable in its influence. And, anything that is so meaningful, it is also controversial. Iowa, demographically, is much older and whiter than the rest of the nation. Although this has always been a criticism, in the aftermath of the civil right reawakening after George Floyd’s death, this has taken on an increased level of skepticism. Additionally, when compared to a primary which accomplishes the same goal with a relatively expedient process, a caucus requires commitment which fewer American are willing to grant. Those that have the wherewithal are older and/or more political than the average voter. And although a primary has always brought out the ideologues and whose voters are significantly left or right of a party’s normal voters, a caucus is significantly more ideological polarized. As a consequence, none of the last four Iowa Caucus winners have secured the Republican nominations whereas the first primary in the nation, New Hampshire primary, often does. This has led to critics to derisively opine that Iowans are good at picking corn, but bad a picking presidents. 

With these considerations in mind (coupled with a tech failure that was an embarrassment for the party in 2020), the Democrats have moved South Carolina and Nevada to the front of the line. The Republicans, however, have not and Iowa will be a make or break state for many candidates, especially Donald Trump and Ron DeSantis. Since the Democrats have largely rigged the game anyway for Joe Biden (no debates and limited access to the primary ballot for his competitors-Marianne Williamson and Dean Phillips with Robert Kennedy already leaving the Democratic nomination process to run as an independent because of the system rules), we will focus on the (marginally) more open field of the Republican Party. And since all eyes are currently on Iowa, we will conduct a modified caucus.  

Project Goals____________________________________________________________________

The goals of this project are:
· To describe how the caucus process works to choose a presidential nominee.
· To identify the steps in the caucus process 
· To evaluate the effectiveness of the caucus process
· To delineate between candidates and understand the issues of the 2024 election

Republican Presidential Candidates/Supporters______________________________________
· Ron DeSantis 
· Daniel S., Corben H., Xander S.
· Nikki Haley
· Hailey H., Jacky G., Ella N.
· Donald Trump
· Corbin S.
· Vivek Ramaswamy
· Cooper M., Abby S., Hayden W.
· Chris Christie
· Mary G., Tayten B., Lily T.
· Asa Hutchinson 
· Theresa W.

Procedures___________ ___________________________________________________________
The Applied Government Caucus will be help in the High School Commons area with Mrs. Filler’s paintings class participating as well as other invited guests. The slightly adapted process used by Democrats and Republicans based upon the project goals and time/space restraints.  
· Cooper McNally will be the designated moderator for our caucus and welcome the invited guests and well as explain how a caucus works and for what purpose we are caucusing.  
· Each candidate supporter(s) should have butcher paper from library affixed to the columns or walls in the commons as designated areas of the room indicating where those supporting your candidate should congregate. 
· Each applied government will speak for 1:00-1:30 Minutes advocating for his/her candidate followed by a preliminary vote in which attendees will vote with their feet by heading to the butcher paper with the name of the candidate of their preference. 
· The moderator will count votes and see if all candidates receive the necessary number of votes to meet the class threshold (15% in the Democratic Caucus-We will say 6 voters)
· Applied government students will speak for/against candidate to persuade voters for the candidates that failed to meet the threshold to caucus for their candidate, convince others to move toward their candidate from those that did meet the threshold but are squishy, or explain why he/she switched candidates.  These speeches should be between 30 seonds-1:00 minute. 
· Final Movement and the moderator will conduct the final vote count 


DIRECTIONS: Read through each category and its criteria.  


In he LEFT column: Place a check plus next to those you completed in an exceptional manner, a check plus/check mark if it was only completed well, a check mark next to the criteria in which you completed okay, a check mark/check minus if it was completed okay but not great, a and a check minus that you completed but not very well, and place an X next to the criteria not completed at all. 

In he RIGHT column: Place the appropriate grade in the space to the immediate left of EACH criteria required by determining those areas you performed or were lacking and based upon the point value listed. Place a N/A or “not applicable next to any criterion not required for your specific role. Average the points together in place that score in the “your estimate” blank. 

***Remember, a perfect grade should reflect perfect work and only be used when the work done had no deficiencies & could not have been performed any better.**



· PREPARATION AND RESEARCH (1-25): 					      Your Average ______/25		        
_____ _____Read, Highlighted or Underlined above Information and Reviewed the Rubric to Understand the Project my Obligations
_____ _____Read and Review the UpFront "Primary Matters" Article (pgs. 6-7)  
_____ _____Completed Notes for Understanding and Usage in the Project 
· Selecting Candidates PowerPoint
· Nomination Race PowerPoint
· Iowa Caucus Video 
· USA Today Video "Difference between Caucus and Primary Explained" 
· Primaries and Caucus Explained Clip
_____ _____Talked with parent(s), guardian(s), and/or adult(s) in your life to gain a better understanding of the varying facets of the issue _____ _____Watched candidate’s CNN town hall to understand how he/she view issues the issues presented  
_____ _____Watched enough of the presidential debates to feel confident in your knowledge of your candidate and how they view issues
_____ _____Viewed my Candidate’s and those from Mr. F’s WebSite to fill in the gaps and questions you still had about your candidate
_____ _____Gathered information to be effective in deliberation & Attached and turned in Research Notes with rubric and other documents

												     
· CONTENT COVERED/PERSUASIVENESS/PARTICIPATION(1-10):	      Your Average ______/10
_____ _____Provided evidence and Cited information from required prep 
_____ _____Made reference to individual research including data, state, etc found or anecdotes and opinions from parents, peers, etc 
_____ _____Arguments generated employed insight of the issues researched and were based more on research and verifiable facts 
_____ _____Kept ungrounded opinions (those that could not be substantiated and backed up by  data/evidence to prove one’s case) out of discussion 
_____ _____Clearly outlined your candidate’s position on the question proposed or asked Questions to develop a position 
_____ _____Got material across in a way that was informative and easily understood; use of anecdotes was to reinforce NOT as sole rationale for position
_____ _____Did not propagate lies or false truths and your peers are generally smarter for your participation
_____ _____Did not simply echo the thoughts of others or make irrelevant comments just to fulfill participation   
_____ _____Used allotted time in the initial presentation
_____ _____Rebutted others and enhanced understanding during the second presentation		       

											                  
· OVERALL PERFORMANCE (1-10):						      Your Average ______/10
_____ _____Professional and Attentively listened by looking at speakers
_____ _____Followed proceedings-taking notes when necessary (Attach your notes to this self-evaluation)
_____ _____Was Respectful to Peers both verbally and through mannerisms; Avoided ad hominin attacks
_____ _____Performed to the best of your abilities and was an attribute, not detriment to this simulation
_____ _____In Peers evaluation, they will recognize your research and background knowledge regarding the issue discussed  
_____ _____In Peers evaluation, they will have positive comments about your performance  
_____ _____In Peers evaluation, they will acknowledge you as an attribute, not a detriment to the simulation	
_____ _____Felt good about my performance afterward and my role in the simulation	

											         	              
· REFLECTION AND SELF-EVALUATION (1-05):
_____ _____Read and followed direction when completing rubric: Placed the appropriate mark next to EACH category
_____ _____Did not just use whole numbers and only gave yourself a 10 if your performance was PEFERCT and a model for future classes
_____ _____Answered reflection questions with deep thought and provided honest feedback
_____ _____Responses were long enough for someone not in the room to adequately gauge participation       

											       	      Your Average ______/05
[bookmark: _GoBack]MY TOTAL SCORE ___________/50     ___________%                               
QUESTION #1: What classmate(s) has the most original or thought provoking contribution(s and/or most persuasive? Explain.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

QUESTION #2: What classmate(s) was the most prepared for the simulation? Explain

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

QUESTION #3: What classmate(s) was the least prepared for the simulation? Explain

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

QUESTION #4: When your peers complete their reflections, the chances you will be listed in their answers to questions #1, 2, or 3 will be…because…

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

QUESTION #5: Explain what you did well and what could you could have done differently/would change if you were to complete this project again?  

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

QUESTION #6: Did the rubric reflect that rating and give you the correct grade? Explain. If the overall score determined through the rubric is different from the grade you believe you deserve explain why and the grade you believe is warranted.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

QUESTION #7: List and describe the most meaningful idea(s), concept(s), and/or principle(s) learned through this project.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

QUESTION #8: How would you rank the value of the project (1-10)? Justify the ranking.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
